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Phenomenal coins will be on display at ANA’s table during the convention, and 
virtual exhibits can now be seen online. 

The American Numismatic Association’s (ANA) flagship convention is the World’s 
Fair of Money. This year it will be held at the Hynes Convention Center in Boston, 
Massachusetts from August 10 -14. In addition to being an important commercial 
bourse, the convention serves as a first class venue for exhibits of historically 
significant numismatic objects - making it perhaps the greatest traveling 
numismatic museum. All convention attendees are strongly encouraged to allocate 
some of their time at the convention to exploring the riches on display. The exhibits 
at this year’s convention are sure to set a new level for their quality and rarity. 

First, the ANA hosts its own Museum Showcase. This year’s roster includes a 
complete set of 1874 Bickford $10 coins, among the most important, intriguing and 
valuable of all US pattern coins, from the Bob R. Simpson Collection. They will also 
exhibit selections from the ANA Bebee Collection of United States Paper Money, 
one of the best collections of US currency ever assembled. The ANA also sponsors 
a traveling exhibit from the Smithsonian, which will include a survey of US Gold 
Double Eagles including both 1849 and 1933 $20 gold pieces. 

Numismatic Guaranty Corporation (NGC) will also 
host two numismatic exhibits at its booth (#704) 
during the convention. The first is also from the 
Simpson Collection and includes two incredibly 
rare coins. One is the finest known proof 1804 $10 
grading NGC PF65* Ultra Cameo, among the 
most desirable and most valuable of all US gold 
coins. Struck in 1834 for presentation to diplomats, 
just three exist today. The second is the very 
seldom seen proof 1804 $10 struck in silver 
graded NGC PF64. This pattern coin, designated 
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as J-34 in the standard Judd reference, is one of no more than five known. This 


exhibit marks the first time these two companion coins have been exhibited 
together. 

See the online exhibit: Simspon Proof 1804 Eagles > 

"It's beyond incredible to see these two coins side-by-side. A silver proof 1804 $10 
redefines 'coolness' in my book, and I've handled an awful lot of world-class rarities. 
The gold 1804 $10 is so sharply struck it looks like a medal, and it's one of the most 
beautiful coins I have ever seen," notes Laura Sperber of Legend Numismatics. 
Miss Sperber works with Mr. Simpson to assemble the Simpson Collection of US 
Pattern Coinage. 


Also on display at NGC’s booth is an exceptional 
collection of Massachusetts Coinage, including 
Colonial and States issues, from a private 
collection. As the convention is held in Boston, this 
exhibit carries special geographic relevance, but 
these coins would form the basis for a world-class 
exhibit at any locale. It includes six Massachusetts 
silver coins from the late 17th Century, the popular 
Oak Tree and Willow Tree types. Each coin on 
display is either the finest known or tied for finest 
known. Also on display are finest known examples 

of the Massachusetts copper coins from the 1787-1788 issue. These latter issues 
are the first American issues to bear the word cent, and were authorized by the 
Massachusetts General Court in 1786. Their production was discontinued to 
comply with the Constitution when it was ratified in 1789. 



Click image to view exhibit > 


See the online exhibit: Massachusetts Coinage > 

While the online exhibits provide a great opportunity for collectors to learn about 
these coins if they won’t be in Boston, those attending the show are encouraged to 
examine these coins in person and pick up a free exhibit guide at NGC’s booth. 
There is no substitute for viewing such incredible quality and rarity specimens in 
person. NGC expresses appreciation to Mr. Bob R. Simpson and the 
Massachusetts Coinage collector for loaning these coins to NGC for exhibit. 
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Posted on 8/23/2010 

This month David W. Lange continues his review of numismatic anomalies. 

Continuing the theme of curious irregularities in our coinage, one of the most 
popular devices on United States coins is the star. For most coin types there 
are exactly 13 stars, and this same constellation is sometimes found on both 
obverse and reverse. Good examples are the quarter dollar and half dollar, 
designed by Charles Barber and introduced in 1892. Thirteen stars are arranged in 
an arc around the obverse periphery of each coin, while a cluster of 13 appears 
above the eagle as part of the Great Seal depicted on the reverse. Just to mix 
things up, however, Barber used six-pointed stars for the obverse and five-pointed 
ones for the reverse. The latter are more formally known as mullets in the language 
of heraldry, but stars they be to you and me. 

Stars had long been a stumbling block for the US Mint and its engravers. The first 
federal silver and gold coins debuted with 15 stars in an arc around their obverses, 
this being the number of states at the time. Though a bit crowded on the smaller 
coins, it remained manageable until the admission of Tennessee in 1796 raised the 
number to 16. This count resulted in quite awkward intrusions into the date area 
and Liberty’s hair. Since the union was still growing, a decision was made to 
standardize the number of stars at 13, representing the original American states. It 
was the Mint’s practice at the time to create multiple dies in advance of need, only 
adding the date when they were about to be used. This led to some amazing 
varieties, such as the half dimes dated 1797. These are known with 15 stars, 16 
stars and 13 stars, respectively, depending on when the dies were initially 
prepared. 

The Seated Liberty coinage likewise underwent a form of star wars. On the half 
dime, dime and quarter, the stars are positioned so that their rays point toward one 
another. On the 20-cent piece, half dollar and silver dollar, they point toward the 
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border denticles. Oddly enough, the pattern silver dollars of 1838-39 show the stars 
pointed toward one another, but this feature was changed when the coins went into 
mass production in 1840. 

Another important but little publicized aspect of more recent USA coinage concerns 
the replacement of hubs within a single year. A hub is the relief die from which 
working dies, with their incuse cavities, are derived. When a hub is revised, all the 
dies sunk from it will share its distinctive features, but these dies may be used 
interchangeably with ones taken from a slightly different hub. An obvious and 
recent example concerns the two reverses used for the 2000-P Sacagawea dollars. 
The first, which is rare, has sharply detailed feathers on the eagle’s tail, while the 
second, used for all subsequent coins, has simplified feathers. Two important but 
far lesser known transitions occurred with the Mercury dimes dated 1917 and the 
Lincoln cents dated 1974. Both are favorites of mine and were treated in detail 
within my books on those two series. 

The 1917 dimes of all three mints are known from obverse dies taken from two 
different hubs, resulting in a total of six collectible varieties for that date. The dies 
used early in the year are identical to the obverse of 1916 dimes, these being in 
faintly higher relief and with less distinctive wing feathers. A new obverse hub 
introduced in 1917 featured lower relief in an attempt to get the bands of the fasces 
on the reverse to strike up more fully. At the same time, the Mint sharpened the 
feathers in Liberty’s wing, providing clear separations between each feather. 
Though a couple of the six varieties are somewhat scarce, they have not been 
added to standard catalogs or promoted by dealers. 

The same may be said of the transitional cents of 1974. The first cents produced 
that year at all three mints were derived from a very sharply detailed obverse hub, 
the same one created the previous year for testing the proposed aluminum cents 
dated 1974. The 1974-S proof cents were all coined from dies of this hub type, but 
the circulating cents are known from both this hub and the one that appeared later 
in the same year. This second hub had all features drawn very slightly toward the 
coin’s center, providing greater clearance from the rim for greater die life. Because 
the date is further from the rim on the latter type, it has been dubbed the Small 
Date variety, while the earlier version is known by default as the Large Date. Since 
the distinctions are rather subtle, the six cent varieties of 1974 have drawn little 
notice from collectors, and none are especially rare. 

I’ve saved the best for last. Perhaps the most intriguing of my own discoveries 
concerns the silver dollars dated 1926. All are from a modified obverse master die, 
unique to that date, in which the word GOD in the motto has been hand-engraved 
to be in sharper and higher relief. There are no varieties, as all 1926 dollars from 
the three mints are alike in this respect, but it remains a mystery why this obviously 
deliberate action was taken. 
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David W. Lange's column, "USA Coin Album," appears monthly in The 
Numismatist, the official publication of the American Numismatic Association. 
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Posted on 8/23/2010 

Early Proof gold is an area usually ignored by mainstream numismatics. However, 
the advanced collector / investor knows all too well how rare and desirable these 
coins are in today’s market. 

Coin shows are the foundation of the coin industry. Nowadays, there may be as 
many as five coin shows across the country in one weekend, not all of them a 
rousing success. Most are judged by the amount of business dealers transact 
before, during and after the show. For the most part, the amount of visitors a show 
draws will determine how well dealers achieve their goals. When a show has a lot 
of attendance, the atmosphere feeds upon itself and usually results in a successful 
show. However, when a show is not particularly eventful for collectors, it can still be 
a learning experience. Collectors get the opportunity to meet dealers from out of 
their area and, if nothing else, compare them to their local dealers they've been 
buying from to see if they have been treated professionally. 

The ANA World’s Fair of Money took place recently in Boston, August 10-14. This 
show characterizes the epitome of education. Not only did collectors get the 
opportunity to see and talk with the top experts in specific series, there were many 
educational seminars and exhibits where they could expand their knowledge about 
numismatics. 

Speaking of education, this is a good time to educate yourself on buying and selling 
US gold coins. The government would prefer us to not own gold or any other kind 
of bullion because they cannot track the money stream. They would rather have the 
public buy stocks or just keep the money in the bank. The bankers would love that 
because they only pay one percent interest while loaning money on credit cards at 
15% to 25%, and more when you tack on all the fees. If you don’t buy gold to 
protect your assets, what do you buy? Ask the very people who don’t want you to 
buy it -- the politicians, the bankers, the wall-street brokers -- if they buy gold. They 
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all know a sick economy when they see it. They are not about to leave their assets 
unprotected. However, you must learn how to sell your coins as well as buy them. 
Make sure you have a legitimate avenue for selling your US gold. A good rule of 
thumb would be to purchase coins from dealers that have competitive markets in 
two-way transactions. 

Early Proof gold is an area usually ignored by mainstream numismatics. However, 
the advanced collector / investor knows all too well how rare and desirable these 
coins are in today’s market. Early Proof Gold is quite popular but nice coins can be 
very difficult to locate. The original mintage for $20 Liberties, for example, is quite 
low. Most of the dates prior to 1880 have a mintage of 50 or less, with most in the 
20-25 range. The NGC and PCGS Pop Reports show most of these with fewer than 
10 coins certified in all grades. Even one of the later years, the 1905 has a mintage 
of 92 with only 39 certified in all grades. Remember, this does not account for 
possible resubmissions. The 1905 has a total of 14 graded PR 64 and only three in 
PR 65 with none higher. The FMV for the PR 64 is $47,810 and PR 65 is $94,380. 
By comparison, in January of 2005, the FMV was $30,630 in PR 64 and $62,500 in 
PR 65. The opportunities to buy nice Proof gold are few and far between. 

Moreover, when they do come on the market, they are typically from an old 
collection and surface in a major auction. 

The following chart shows comparisons of the FMV for the most common Proof 
Gold dates within each listed series. 


Denomination/Grade 

January 2005 FMV 

August 2010 FMV 

$1 Gold Till PR 65 

$8,750 

$9,810 

$1 Gold Till PR 66 

$11,880 

$13,440 

$2 Vz Gold Liberty PR 65 

$13,130 

$17,190 

$2 Vz Gold Liberty PR 66 

$16,250 

$21,560 

$2 14 Gold Indian PR 65 

$14,380 

$27,680 

$2 Vz Gold Indian PR 66 

$19,380 

$37,800 

$3 Gold PR 65 

$21,880 

$32,500 

$3 Gold PR 66 

$29,380 

$50,000 

$4 Gold Flowing Hair PR 65 

$168,130 

$218,750 

$4 Gold Flowing Hair PR 66 

$200,000 

$250,000 

$5 Gold Liberty W/M PR 65 

$25,630 

$31,850 

$5 Gold Liberty W/M PR 66 

$34,440 

$45,500 

$5 Gold Indian PR 65 

$28,280 

$45,900 

$5 Gold Indian PR 66 

$32,190 

$54,000 

$10 Gold Liberty W/M PR 65 

$32,500 

$43,550 

$10 Gold Liberty W/M PR 66 

$42,250 

$61,880 

$10 Gold Indian PR 65 

$36,880 

$53,750 

$10 Gold Indian PR 66 

$46,880 

$73,450 

$20 Gold Liberty Till PR 65 

$62,500 

$94,380 

$20 Gold Liberty Till PR 66 

$90,630 

$125,000 

$20 Gold Saint PR 65 

$48,130 

$75,000 

$20 Gold Saint PR 66 

$62,500 

$90,630 
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As you can see, the majority of these coins are very expensive to own and are 
quite rare in these higher grades and very difficult to accumulate. Each coin has 
advanced substantially over the past five years. What makes these coins so 
attractive to advanced collectors is the fact that they are so difficult to find and it is 
virtually impossible that a group of them would enter the market at any one time. 
These coins will always be rare and there will always be collectors ready to 
compete to acquire them. 

This article is a guest article written by: 


& F 



AArtsMe-niA • MEMBER BENEFITS * NEWS 

M/arv/izL/M . PRlCE GUjDES . auctions 

The Heater Trading Network WWW nUTTlismed ia.CQm 


The thoughts and opinions in the piece are those of their author and are not 
necessarily the thoughts of the Certified Collectibles Group. 


Articles List 


NGC is the Official Grading Service of 


NGC is an Approved Grading Company of 


View All > 


OOiO® 


Careers Legal Privacy Policy Security Center Sitemap Terms Affiliates Contact 


© 2018 Numismatic Guaranty Corporation 


United States 


https ://www.ngccoin .com/news/article/1714/Numismedia-Market-Report/ 


3/4 





5/30/2018 


NumisMedia Market Report: Education Is the Heart and Soul of Numismatics I NGC 


https ://www.ngccoin .com/news/article/1714/Numismedia-Market-Report/ 


4/4 



5/30/2018 


Counterfeit Detection: 1942/1 Mercury Dime I NGC 


Sign In 


30 ut Coin Grading NCS Conservation Submit News Resources 

Counterfeit Detection: 1942/1 
Mercury Dime 

Posted on 8/24/2010 

Looking at known fakes of the 1942/1 Mercury Dime, even if clearly marked as 
replicas, is a learning opportunity worth exploring. 

Readers of this column are aware that numismatics is currently suffering from a 
new blight of counterfeit coins. This scourge began a bit more than five years ago, 
and over time the counterfeiters have become progressively more deceptive in their 
methods and with their capabilities. Today’s collectors are educating themselves 
about fakes and are certainly "on guard" when making purchases. That fact serves 
as one of the primary motivations of this monthly column. 

Most collectors seek to avoid copies all together. This week, we’re going to 
recommend that you purposely look at replica coins. By looking at known fakes, 
you can see how they differ from real coins. It’s easy to find known fakes, too. In 
the United States, the Hobby Protection Act of 1990 requires that all reproductions 
of coins be marked "COPY" in text that is at least one-sixth of the diameter of the 
coin and not smaller than 6 mm x 2 mm. Thousands of replica coins labeled this 
way are offered for sale on eBay. They can be found by searching in the Replicas & 
Reproductions section of the Coins & Paper Money category. 

One major caveat before we proceed: Many of these sellers who offer correctly 
marked fakes also produce spurious or unmarked fakes designed to deceive. We 
do not recommend or endorse these sellers. In fact, we strongly encourage you to 
ONLY look at their images. 

This month, we took a look at the 1942/1 Mercury Dime, one of the best and most 
dramatic overdates in 20th century coinage, and one that has been widely 
counterfeited. By doing a quick search on eBay, we were able to find hundreds of 
copies. Let’s take a look at them more closely to see what we can learn. 

The Wrong Mintmark Fake 
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This coin should be dismissed in a second. Although the date shows a clear 2 over 
1, its reverse shows an S mintmark. Overdates were struck in Philadelphia and 
Denver, with the P-Mint version being the dramatic one we’re after today. This coin 
is either a fantasy or a forger’s blunder, but if you see a 1942/1-S that’s not marked 
"COPY," it’s not real. 

Ill-Defined Letters Fake 



This coin is definitely better than the last. We also see that the word replica is 
applied by a post-striking punch, so there’s a chance that examples of this coin 
exist without the marking "REPLICA." Here take note of the words IN GOD WE 
TRUST and E PLURIBUS UNUM. This coin falls apart quickly where the letters are 
small. They are misshapen, notably the U in TRUST, or faint and distinct as on the 
UM in UNUM. Also the reverse rims are thin or absent, unlike the genuine coin that 
has broad rims. If you encounter a high-grade 1942/1 dime with misshapen legends 
or thin reverse rims, you’ve found a fake. 

The Bad Date Fake 
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This coin has corrected for the weak legends and rim issue that jumped out on the 
last coin, but presents another obvious problem for the authenticator. The date is 
oddly angled and too compact. It is very different from the shape and position of the 
date shown on genuine examples. Readers of this column will remember a 
previous column entitled Pass the Test that encouraged study of date logotypes. 
That knowledge will save you here. 


The Real McCoy 



Here’s a genuine example for comparison that has been certified by NGC and 
grades choice about uncirculated. Note the broad rims, the angle of the date and 
the crisp details throughout. 
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NGC Services Offered at Long 
Beach Expo 

Posted on 8/24/2010 

US, World and ancient coins will be accepted during the Long Beach Coin and 
Collectibles Expo from September 22-25. 

NGC will be accepting regular submissions for all service levels at the Long Beach 
Coin & Collectibles Expo from Wednesday, September 22, through Saturday, 

September 25. All submissions will be sent to our office in Sarasota, Fla., with an 
expedited turnaround. Check with show representatives for details. Cut-off time for 
all submissions will be 12:00 p.m. on Saturday, September 25. NGC will be at 
booths 458-557. 

Special Note: Due to the special handling required, NGC does not accept 
submissions of the following coins at this show for regular service submissions to 
be returned to the NGC offices: 20th Anniversary Eagles, Early Releases, American 
Liberty Series, 10th Anniversary Platinum Sets. These submissions must be sent 
directly to Sarasota, Fla., by the submitter. 

Visit our table to get answers to any questions about the services offered by NGC. 

Please remember that NGC does not provide opinions or free evaluations of coins 
at trade shows. 
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Famous Romans You Can 
Collect, Part VI 

Posted on 8/24/2010 

David Vagi continues his discussion of some of the most important issuers of 
Roman coins in the last of a multi-part series. 



1. Marc Antony, Imperator, d. 30 B.C. During the imperatorial period, when the 
Republic came to be replaced by a monarchy, Marc Antony was a powerful figure 
who ultimately failed due to his shortcomings. He was schooled in politics and war 
by Julius Caesar, and would have been his successor had Caesar not adopted his 
great-nephew Octavian. Instead, Antony found competition in Caesar’s young but 
resourceful heir. Over the course of 13 years the two men joined forces and 
clashed on many occasions, eventually dividing the Mediterranean world between 
themselves, with Antony in the Greek East and Octavian in the Latin West. Antony 
married five women, including Octavian’s sister, whom he abandoned to marry 
Cleopatra VII, the queen of Egypt. After losing a pitched battle against Octavian in 
31 B.C., Antony’s options expired and he committed suicide. This silver denarius of 
42 B.C. shows Antony wearing a beard, a sign of mourning for the murdered Julius 
Caesar. 


Join NGC 


l 


https://www.ngccoin.com/news/article/1711/Famous-Romans-You-Can-Collect/ 


1/6 







5/30/2018 


Famous Romans You Can Collect, Part VII NGC 



2. Cleopatra VII, Queen of Egypt, 51-30 B.C. Without question the most famous 
woman of antiquity, Cleopatra VII was the last Greek queen of Egypt. She was 
remarkably intelligent, speaking as many as nine languages, and showing much 
skill as a politician; it would seem she lost her throne due to inferior resources 
rather than a lack of talent. In an effort to save her kingdom, Cleopatra allied herself 
first with Julius Caesar and then with Marc Antony, but this incensed those who 
feared Rome might become a subject of Egypt rather than the other way around. In 
37 B.C. Cleopatra married Marc Antony, and together they failed to defeat Octavian 
and Agrippa at the Battle of Actium in 31 B.C., after which both sailed from Greece 
to Egypt. They ended their lives by suicide, with Cleopatra holding out until the last 
moment. Cleopatra issued many coins, including this bronze of Alexandria with her 
distinctive portrait. Many of her later coins qualify as “Roman” based on their 
context, denomination, style and fabric. 



3. Domitian, emperor A.D. 81-96. After three decades living in the shadow of his 
illustrious father and brother, Domitian was able to guide his own destiny when late 
in A.D. 81 he succeeded his brother Titus as emperor. He won the loyalty of the 
army by personally leading campaigns in Germany and by improving pay and 
conditions of military service. By contrast, his life in the palace was sordid and 
scandalous, and his relationship with the senate was dreadful. To the nobility in 
Rome it hardly could have been a surprise when Domitian was assassinated in 
September of 96, bringing an end to the Flavian Dynasty. The senate replaced 
Domitian with an elderly lawyer and senator named Nerva, which only amplified the 
rivalry between soldiers and politicians, causing Nerva to adopt the general Trajan 
as his son and heir. A mature portrait of Domitian appears on this silver cistophorus 
struck for use in the Roman provinces of Asia Minor. 
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4. Didius Julianus, emperor A.D. 193. The most shameful event in Imperial 
history occurred on March 28, A.D. 193, when the right to be emperor was sold at 
auction by the praetorian guards. The high bidder was a wealthy nobleman, Didius 
Julianus, who the senate was forced to hail emperor. Outraged citizens quickly 
appealed to generals in the provinces for help. The closest and first to respond was 
Septimius Severus, who marched on Rome, executed Didius Julianus and replaced 
the praetorian guards with men of his own choosing. The sale of the throne 
launched a two-year civil war because generals in Gaul and Syria also responded 
to the citizens’ pleas, and they were hailed emperor by their legions. The bearded 
portrait of Didius Julianus appears on this bronze sestertius. We are told he 
promised to pay the equivalent of 25,000 sestertii to every praetorian guard, and no 
doubt much more to officers. 



5. Gordian III, emperor A.D. 238-244. A "child-emperor" of the 3rd century A.D., 
Gordian came to power during the civil war of A.D. 238, which began with a revolt 
led in North Africa by his grandfather and uncle. Six emperors reigned in four 
riotous months that followed, the last being 13-year-old Gordian III. From the outset 
Gordian reigned from a position of weakness and was surrounded by ambitious 
men. He sought protection by marrying the daughter of his praetorian prefect 
Timesitheus, and though this extended his reign, ultimately it did not save him. In 
241 he led an army to the East because Roman Syria had been overrun by the 
Sasanians. The campaign was stopped mid-stride when, in turn, Timesitheus and 
Gordian died mysteriously, leaving the commander Philip I “the Arab” - seemingly 
their murderer - as the next emperor. This bronze sestertius bears a typically 
youthful portrait of Gordian III. 
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6. Valens, Eastern Roman emperor A.D. 364-378. Soon after the Constantinian 
dynasty ended the brothers Valens and Valentinian I assumed office as co¬ 
emperors, with Valens ruling in the East and his brother in the West. After many 
campaigns against foreign and domestic enemies, Valens’ fate was sealed with the 
arrival of the Huns, who forced the Goths to cross the Danube into Roman territory. 
Valens allowed them to settle, but as more "barbarians" crossed the Danube and 
confederated, Valens had no choice but to lead an army against them. Since he 
advanced before a Roman army from the West could arrive to help him, it is 
uncertain if Valens acted out of necessity or wanted to take sole credit for what he 
may have believed would be a glorious victory. In one of the great tragedies of 
Roman history, Valens and perhaps two-thirds of the army of the Eastern Roman 
Empire perished near Adrianople in a pitched battle on August 9, 378. A portrait of 
Valens graces this gold solidus from the Constantinople mint, which also shows the 
emperor on the reverse being crowned by Victory. 



7. Leo I “the Great,” Eastern Roman emperor A.D. 457-474. Rising from humble, 
provincial origins, Leo was hailed emperor in A.D. 457 by the barbarian Master of 
Soldiers, Aspar, who had long recognized and made use of Leo’s talents. But Leo 
soon murdered his benefactor, whose influence over the court he deemed too 
great. He replaced Aspar with Zeno, an Isaurian general who became equally 
troublesome, and eventually succeeded Leo as emperor. Though he ruled in the 
East, Leo devoted much of his attention to the Western Roman Empire, which he 
tried to stabilize. His major intervention there, however, was a colossal failure: in 
468 he sent an armada of 1,100 ships against the Vandals. After an initial success, 
which cost the Vandals 340 ships, almost the entire Roman fleet was destroyed by 
sabotage while in harbor a few miles from Carthage, dealing to the Romans an 
unfathomable military, financial and spiritual blow. Leo’s facing bust on this gold 
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solidus, shown armored and holding a shield and spear, is typical of this late period 
in Roman history. 



8. Romulus Augustus, Western Roman emperor A.D. 475-476. Romulus 
Augustus was only a child, or perhaps a teenager, when he was hailed emperor in 
the summer of A.D. 475. Making the appointment was his father Orestes, the 
Pannonian Master of Soldiers in Italy, who ousted the emperor Julius Nepos, the 
very man who had appointed him to his office. However, the tenures of Orestes and 
Romulus Augustus were brief: after about ten months as emperor, Romulus 
Augustus was deposed by German mercenaries led by Flavius Odovacar. The 
refusal of Orestes to give them vast tracts of land in Italy had sparked a revolt, and 
the Germans decided to take by force the land that Orestes has refused them. 
Though Orestes was executed late in August, 476, the rebels spared the life of 
Romulus Augustus on account of his youth and innocence. Instead, he was given a 
pension and was allowed to retire in the Bay of Naples, where he seems to have 
lived for at least three more decades. The young emperor is portrayed on this gold 
tremissis, a one-third solidus, attributed to the Rome mint. 

Photos courtesy of CNG and Numismatic ARS Classica 
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Posted on 8/25/2010 

Renowned numismatist Mark Salzberg will offer free consultations to collectors at 
the NGC tables during the Whitman Coin & Collectibles Expo in Philadelphia, 
October 1, 2010. 

The consultations will be one-on-one and will provide an opportunity to gain unique 
insight into a coin's grade and surface condition by having up to three examined by 
this leading expert. These evaluations are completely free, but space is very limited 
and we recommend that collectors come to the NGC booth, #122-128, early to 
reserve space in line (note date and time below). 


Mark Salzberg 

Friday, October 1, 
11:00 a.m. to 12:00 
p.m. 

Even just a few 
minutes with Mark 
Salzberg can change a 
collector’s perception 
of what factors are important in determining a coin’s 
grade and what makes a coin special. The legendary 
coin grader and chairman of NGC is the industry’s 
leading authority on professional coin certification, 
having personally graded nearly every significant 
collection and rarity to come to market in the past two 
decades. 
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By examining your own coins, he’ll help you understand 
why and how a coin’s grade is determined. He can 
explain why a grade already assigned to a coin is 
correct (or not!) or why a particular coin might be 
ineligible for certification. The goal of these 
consultations is to highlight what’s most important about 
grading the series that you collect to help you build the 
best collection possible. 


Consultations are offered on a first-come, first-served basis. Since time is limited, 
NGC requests that you have three coins pre-selected and ready for examination. 
Coins to be evaluated may be raw (uncertified) or certified and encapsulated. 
Please visit the NGC booth during the Whitman Coin & Collectibles Expo in 
Philadelphia with questions about these consultations and other services offered 
during the convention. 
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